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Editorial 
 

The following is the abstract from my presentation at the 3
rd

 International 

Conference on Afrotropical Lepidoptera, held in Potchefstroom, South Africa, in 

November 2004.  I am publishing it here because I felt that it might be of interest to 

a wider audience – to those of you who attended the conference – my apologies for 

being „repetitive‟. 

 

Most of the people publishing data concerning Afrotropical butterflies and moths 

are not entomologists or even trained scientists; the vast majority are passionate 

amateurs.  The essential methodology of science consists of observation, data 

collection and data analysis relevant to a specific testable hypothesis.  „Doing 

science‟ is not difficult but it does require training and experience.  Lepidopterists 

operate at a number of levels (both for individuals and between individuals) 

Level 1 – Collecting and identifying (classifying): „stamp collecting‟.  Benefit is 

monitoring of localities (collector goes to known locality at „right‟ time).  In order 

to be useful data needs to be captured especially for rarer taxa (e.g. on Lepibase). 

Level 2 – Exploring for new taxa i.e. collecting „new‟ areas or old areas at „new‟ 

times.  Data can be used for improving knowledge of distributions and phenology 

(seasonal occurrence). 

Level 3 – Survey and monitoring protected areas – benefits obvious. 

Level 4 – Studying ecology, including life histories, especially threatened taxa (e.g. 

Chrysoritis aureus and Orachrysops niobe and O. ariadne). 

Level 5 – Basic taxonomic studies – describing new taxa. 

Level 6 – Systematic studies (phylogenetics – morphological and/or molecular). 

Level 7 – Special topics – Model systems for basic biology e.g. evolutionary 

biology, physiology, population dynamics/genetics, conservation science, 

biodiversity and biogeography studies. 

These levels are no more difficult or easy when compared to one other but 

the higher levels do require more specialised expertise.  One level is also not 

„better‟ than another level – all are important from different points of view and all 

are essential in building a body of scientific knowledge. 

All seven levels are currently associated with issues that are experienced 

by all of us depending on the level(s) we are working at.  Level 1, 2 and 3 are 

plagued by the deadlock between „collectors‟ and „conservation authorities‟.  

Levels 4 to 7 suffer from a lack of skilled manpower and, in particular, a lack of 

money to finance the training of people in order to equip them with the necessary 

skills and expertise as well as a deficiency of money to do the research itself. 
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Efforts are ongoing (and have been ongoing for more than two decades) to 

address the problem of permission and permits associated with levels 1-3; therefore 

I am not going to deal with these initiatives.  Nothing, however, (other than 

individual effort) is being done to address the problems associated with levels 4-7.  

A few of our members either work in Academic institutions or work with highly 

trained scientists in such institutions but it is my view that we need to do more as a 

Society (now an „adult‟ 21 years old!). 

In the university where I work, research done by our section (Veterinary Pathology) 

is organized on a co-operative model.  We identify „problems‟ that we want to 

work on or we are approached by the private sector and asked to solve a particular 

problem.  Whether the research is generated „in house‟ or is of a contract nature, 

we form research teams.  These teams are composed not only of staff members but 

often are made up of people from outside – sometimes „outsiders‟ form the 

majority of a particular team.  The greatest reward of working in these very 

productive teams is not so much the „good science‟ that results but the great 

camaraderie that usually develops. 

How can we apply this within our Society?  The bottom line is – easily!  

Instead of each one „doing his thing‟ (often ineffectually) it makes much more 

sense to come up with a team approach to the issue that most of us consider the 

number one problem that needs a scientific approach – species level taxonomy! 

 

 

Mark C. Williams 

E-mail mark.williams@up.ac.za
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New species of Lepidochrysops Hedicke (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae) from north-western Zambia 
 

Alan Gardiner 
P.O. Box GD608, Greendale, Harare, Zimbabwe.  

E-mail: aegard@zol.co.zw 

 

Abstract 
Two new Lepidochrysops species are described and figured from north-western 

Zambia, L. miniata sp. n. and L. yvonnae sp. n. 

 

Introduction 
This paper adds a further two species of the genus Lepidochrysops (L. miniata sp. 

n. and L. yvonnae sp. n.) to the twenty-nine previously described from Zambia 

(Heath, Newport & Hancock 2002, Gardiner 2003).  Lepidochrysops miniata sp. n. 

has been collected at a number of localities in north-western Zambia and will 

probably be found in neighbouring parts of Angola and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC).  The other (L. yvonnae sp. n.) appears to be more limited in its 

distribution and is likely to occur only in neighbouring parts of DRC.  In the 

description of the male genitalia I follow the terminology of Cottrell (1965).  The 

genitalia of Lepidochrysops miniata sp. n. are distinctive; however L. yvonnae 

belongs to the L. patricia group, members of which show little interspecific 

variation in genitalic structures.  To separate this species from other members of 

this group one has to rely on external morphology.  It is possible that in the future 

differences in life histories will become apparent. 

 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

Sixty-six Lepidochrysops specimens were examined: 25 male and 22 female L. 

miniata sp. n. and 14 male and 5 female L. yvonnae sp. n.  The specimens have 

been deposited in the following collections: Natural History Museum, London 

(BMNH), Bulawayo Natural History Museum, Zimbabwe (NMBZ), Transvaal 

Museum, Pretoria, South Africa (TMSA), African Butterfly Research Institute, 

Nairobi, Kenya (ABRI), Gardiner private collection, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 

(GCBZ) and  Curle Collection, Johannesburg, South Africa (CCSA).  The aedeagus 

was dissected free from the diaphragm and slide mounted separately from the 

valves and tegumen (+vinculum) in Canada Balsam. 
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Lepidochrysops miniata sp. n. (Plate 1Figs 1, 2 & Fig 5) 
 

 

TYPE MATERIAL 

Holotype male, Zambia: N.W., 32 km south of Mwinilunga, 8.ix.2002, 

(A.J.Gardiner) (BMNH).  Paratypes: (24 males and 22 females): 5 males, 1 female, 

same data as holotype; 2 males, 7 females, same data but 22.ix.2003; 4 males, 5 

females, 56 km south Mwinilunga, 7.ix.2002, (A.J. & M.W. Gardiner); 1 female, 

same data but 22.ix.2003, (A.J. Gardiner); 5 males, 1 female, 40 km south 

Mwinilunga, 7-8.ix.2002, (A.J. & M.W. Gardiner); 1 male, 50 km south 

Mwinilunga 7.ix.2002, (A.J. Gardiner); 1 male, 90 km east of Solwezi, 6.ix.2002, 

(A.J. & M.W. Gardiner); 3 males, 1 female, same data but 17.ix.2002; 2 males, 6 

females, East Lumwana, 8.ix.2003; 1 male, 30 km E. Mwinilunga, 13.ix.2003. (2 in 

BMNH; 2 in NMBZ; 2 in TMSA; 40 in GCBZ). 

 

 

DESCRIPTION Adult 

Male (Plate 1 Fig. 1): Forewing length 14.0-17.7 mm (n = 27); antenna-wing ratio 

0.52:1. Head white around the eyes, two distinct longitudinal black lines between 

the eyes with grey between them, black and grey directly behind the antennae.  

Frons with white, grey and black scales.  Antennae black with incomplete narrow 

white bands below the club and at the base of each segment, white bands wider on 

ventral surface, underside of club orange-brown, upper side black with grey-white 

on the outer edge, apiculus blunt, club flat and twisted.  Labial palpi: basal segment 

black above, white laterally except distal third black, second segment mostly black 

with a small amount of white basally below, apical segment black.  Thorax: black 

above with a slight blue reflection, posteriorly and laterally with numerous grey and 

golden brown hairs, white below.  Legs: femora beige with white below, tibia beige, 

lighter below and tarsi beige-brown below with some parts white, femur-tibia ratio: 

foreleg 1.09:1, middle-leg 1.41:1, hind-leg 0.90:1.  Abdomen: black-brown above 

becoming creamy white to white below, the white extending up the lateral edge of 

each segment and base of each segment lighter in colour.  A few light blue scales on 

dorsal surface of thorax and abdomen. 

Forewing: upper side cinnamon with a slight purple sheen, faintly purplish blue 

with some black basally, the end of the cell and veins darker than the surrounding 

colour, margin darker, cilia with distal portion beige and the proximal part brown-

black.  Underside, forewing light cinnamon-brown, becoming lighter towards the 

base and inner margin; a golden-brown mark at the end of the cell.  Some 

specimens with postdiscal spots in spaces 2-6; number of spots variable but absent 

in most specimens; if present then slightly darker than background and enclosed by  
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a paler ring.  A slightly darker sub marginal line from 1b-6, interrupted at the veins, 

the mark in 1b dislodged slightly towards the base.  A paler line, interrupted at the 

veins, running down the termen of the wing.  Margin golden-brown, cilia: beige-

bronze with central portion darker. 

Hind wing: tailless; upper side same colour as forewing, a faint black spot at the 

margin of space 2, inner margin of spot with faint orange.  Spaces 1 and 1a with 

some grey-white scales.  Termen darker, cilia with distal portion beige and the 

proximal part brown-black.  Underside, light cinnamon-brown.  Discal area with a 

curved and irregular arc of eight spots, those in 1c-6 slightly darker than 

background, in some specimens very faint, the spot in space 1c occasionally absent, 

the spots in space 1b and 7 black, the black spots surrounded by white, the other 

spots edged with white on their inner and outer surfaces, the two black spots 

isolated and noticeably dislodged towards the base, the spot in space 2 also 

noticeably dislodged towards base.  Cell closed by a longitudinal discocellular 

mark edged laterally by lighter scales.  Sub basal area in some specimens with a 

slightly curved row of three rounded black spots ringed with paler scales and 

arranged as follows: space 1a, in the cell, and space 7, the number of spots varying 

from specimen to specimen, but the spot in space 7 always present.  Two faint sub 

marginal lines present, broken at each vein, giving them a sagittate appearance, 

lines extending from 1c-7.  In space 2 the outer mark replaced by a black spot 

surrounded by orange and with blue scales on its outer edge, the orange broadest on 

the inner edge.  A small and faint orange mark present towards the end of space 1b, 

sometimes with blue and black scales.  A pale line extending along the brown-

bronze termen, cilia with proximal part darker brown than termen and distal part 

greyish-brown. 

Male genitalia (Fig. 5).  Uncus consisting of two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; 

subunci long, curved, tapering gradually towards the distinctly hooked apex.  

Lower fultura of two small arms fused to base of valves.  Valves long, bow-shaped, 

narrowing towards the distal third, recurving and forming a slender point.  Valves 

and uncus lobes with long fine hairs.  Aedeagus cylindrical, stout, broadening 

towards the apical end; anellus broad, fused to and sheathing the aedeagus.  Distal 

end with lateral pieces fairly short, giving the aedeagus a smooth appearance. 

 

Female (Plate 1 Fig. 2): Forewing length 15.3-17.8 mm (n = 13); antenna-wing 

ratio 0.47:1.  Head as in male.  Thorax: as in male but with more light blue scales.  

Legs: femora above and laterally beige, below white, tibia and tarsi black-beige on 

outer lateral edge, inner edge white, tarsi with some black scales on inner edge, 

femur-tibia ratio: foreleg 1.3:1, middle leg 1.6:1, hind leg 1.1:1.  Abdomen: grey-

brown above becoming creamy white to white below, the base of each segment 

slightly lighter in colour, a few purple and light blue scales on the dorsal surface. 
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Forewing: upper side, an attractive mauve, becoming darker and brighter towards 

the base, a dark black-brown mark at the end of the cell, mauve extending into 

inner marginal area.  Costal, marginal and sub marginal area dark brown-black.  

Cilia: distal part grey, proximal part brown-black.  Underside, similar to that of 

male but postdiscal spots more often present and marginal line slightly broader, 

cilia grey-brown proximally but lighter distally, sometimes chequered with white 

towards the basal angle. 

Hind wing: tailless; upper side mauve from the base to sub marginal area, some 

mauve may be present in sub marginal areas from spaces 1b-5, forming a band 

interrupted at the veins, amount of blue varying from specimen to specimen.  End 

of cell with a faint mark.  A black spot at the end of space 2, a few orange scales 

occasionally present on the inner edge of spot.  Costal area, space 6 and termen a 

darker brown-black, 1a and 1b slightly lighter. Cilia with outer part white-beige and 

inner part brown-black.  Underside similar to that of male but markings slightly 

bolder and discal spot in 6 sometimes partially black, black spots in 1a and 7 

larger, inner whitish sub marginal line sometimes extending into discal area, cilia at 

1c and 2 with proximal part white. 

 

 

DIAGNOSIS 

A medium to small tailless species; the male has a distinct cinnamon appearance, 

even in flight, closest in colour to L. cupreus (for illustrations of L. cupreus see 

Quickelberge 1979) but without the distinct underside of the L. peculiaris group.  

Both the male and female underside of L. miniata sp. n. is faintly marked and has a 

distinct cinnamon-brown colour. 

 

 

HABIT and HABITAT 

Lepidochrysops miniata sp. n. is associated with miombo woodland.  Males are 

fast-flying and territorial; when fighting or chasing other males they may fly high 

going two or three meters above ground level. When fighting and chasing off 

intruders they resemble species of the genera Axiocerses Hübner or Aloeides 

Hübner.  When males are resting in a territory they sit on short grass stems or 

similar vegetation.  Males make flights from one territory to another; they circle 

until noticed by the resident male and then fighting and chasing takes place often 

within or close to the territory.  Females have a slower flight and are found flying 

around or sitting feeding on flowers of Ocimum L. Lamiaceae.  Females were 

observed ovipositing on Ocimum spp. including O. homblei (De Wild.). 
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ETYMOLOGY 

The species is named after its cinnamon appearance (from Latin minium, red lead, 

vermillion). 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Fig. 5 (L. miniata sp. n.  Male genitalia.  Left – valves; centre – aedeagus; 

right – uncus) 
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Lepidochrysops yvonnae sp. n. (Plate 1 Figs 3, 4 & Fig. 6) 
 

TYPE MATERIAL 

Holotype male, Zambia: 90 km east of Solwezi, 17.ix.2002 (A.J. & M.W. 

Gardiner) (BMNH). Paratypes: 23 males and 26 females; 1 female, same data as 

holotype; 2 males, same data but 6.ix.2002; 11 males, 1 female same data but 

4.ix.2003 (A.J. Gardiner) (1 in BMNH; 1 in TMSA; 5 in ABRI; 8 in GCBZ); 3 

females, 87 km east of Solwezi, Chingova, Solwezi District, Alt. 1323 m, 

12
0
20‟59‟‟S 27

0
09‟43‟‟E, 1.ix.2003 (2) and 2.x.2003 (1) (H.C. Ficq) (in CCSA); 

10 males, 21 females, 87 km east of Solwezi, Chingova, Solwezi District, Alt. 1325 

m, 12
0
20‟46‟‟S 29

0
09‟52‟‟E, 6 males, 5 females 8.ix.2004; 2 males, 6 females 

9.ix.2004; 7 females 14.ix.2004; 1 male 15.ix.2004; 3 females 16.ix.2004; 1 male 

27.ix.2004  (H.C. Ficq) (in CCSA). 

 

DESCRIPTION Adult 

Male (Plate 1 Fig. 3): Forewing length 14.1-19.5 mm (n = 14); antenna-wing ratio 

0.42:1.  Head white with two indistinct longitudinal rows of black hairs between the 

eyes, a patch of grey-brown hairs and scales present behind the antennae.  Frons 

with light brown-beige scales.  Antennae black with narrow white bands below the 

club and at the base of each segment, white markings broader on the ventral 

surface, underside of club black, upper surface black-brown but outer edge white, 

apiculus blunt, club flat and twisted.  Labial palpi: first segment white with black 

above and towards the apex, second and apical segment black with a white line 

below.  Thorax: black above with blue scales and numerous white and light blue 

hairs, white below with white hairs and a few grey scales at the base.  Legs: femora, 

tibia and tarsi white with black and dark brown-grey scales distally, femur-tibia 

ratio (foreleg 1.19:1, middle leg 1.4:1, hind leg 0.95:1).  Abdomen: light grey with 

some blue scales above becoming whitish below. 

Forewing: upper side mauve, with a thin black mark at the end of the cell.  Margin 

dark, almost black, cilia with distal part light grey-white and the proximal part 

grey-black.  Underside, light grey dusted with light scales, an elongate spot at the 

end of the discal cell, with white along its lateral margins, the outer white and 

sagittate in shape, postdiscal spots in spaces 1b-6, the spots in 1b & 2 slightly 

dislodged towards the base, all spots white-ringed, the spots slightly darker than the 

background colour.  A single sub marginal line, similar in colour to the spots, 

bordered on either side by a white line, the white in each space being sagittate and 

interrupted at the veins, the last marking of this line in space 1b more proximal than 

the rest.  A faint white line, interrupted at the veins, running down the termen of the 

wing.  Cilia with distal part light grey to white, the white becoming wider towards 

tornus, proximal part dark brown-grey. 
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Hind wing: tailless; upper side, mauve, a black spot at the margin of space 2.  

Mauve extending from space 1b to lower half of 7, rest of space 7 grey-brown, 1a 

light grey-blue.  Margin dark, almost black, cilia with distal part white-grey, 

proximally brown-black.  Underside light grey dusted with lighter scales.  Discal 

area with a row of 8 rounded spots, all of a similar colour to the background, 

except those in space 7 and 1a, which are black and noticeably isolated from the 

rest, spots ringed with white, the spots in 2 and 6 slightly dislodged towards the 

base, the one in space 6 just separated from the others.  Discal cell closed by a 

longitudinal discocellular mark edged by white.  Sub basal area with three rounded 

black-dark brown spots: in the cell, spaces 1 and 7, spots ringed with white.  Two 

sub marginal white lines present, broken at each vein, thus giving a strongly 

sagittate appearance.  A black spot at the margin of space 2, with blue scales on its 

outer edge and a few golden scales on the inner edge.  A white marginal line 

broken at each vein, termen dark brown.  Cilia grey-brown with a darker brown 

central line. 

Male Genitalia (Fig. 6).  Uncus consisting of two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; 

subunci long, curved and tapering gradually towards the distinctly hook-shaped 

apex.  Lower fultura with its two arms fused to base of valves.  Valves long, broad, 

widening slightly near apex, ends rounded giving them a spatulate appearance.  

Valves and uncus lobes with long fine hairs.  Aedeagus long and cylindrical, 

anellus sagittate, fused to and sheathing the aedeagus.  Distal lateral pieces long, 

distal end strongly bent medially in lateral view. 

 

Female: (Plate 1 Fig. 4): Forewing length 19.5-19.97mm (n = 2); antenna-wing 

ratio 0.4:1.  Head, thorax, legs and abdomen similar to those of male.  Femur-tibia 

ratio foreleg 1.31:1, middle leg missing, hind leg 0.96:1. 

Forewing: upper side a delicate mauve-blue, with a large dark spot at the end of the 

cell; the mauve surrounded by dark brown-black costal, marginal and sub marginal 

areas.  The mauve colouration ending at the sub apical area, being only present in 

the basal half of the inner margin.  Dark postdiscal spots of varying size and 

number occasionally present.  Cilia with distal part light grey, proximal part brown-

black.  Underside of forewing slightly darker than in male otherwise similar.  Cilia: 

distal part grey-brown, proximal part light grey. 

Hind wing: tailless; upper side with mauve-blue from spaces 1b to 5 on a 

background of grey-black, most mauve-blue in basal and discal areas.  Two white 

sub marginal lines from spaces 1-6, occasionally with purple scales, interrupted at 

the veins and sagittate in appearance.  A black lunulate spot present at the end of 

space 2, bordered by orange proximally and by white distally.  Upper half of discal 

cell closed with a faint mark.  A white marginal line extending from spaces 1-6, 

becoming faint towards space 6.  Termen black, cilia grey distally and grey-white  
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proximally, darker and almost black between these two bands.  Underside colour 

and markings similar to those of male, except for lunulate spot at end of space 2 

being larger.  Cilia with three bands, the most proximal bordering termen, brown; a 

darker, medial brown-black band, which may become pale on the inner edge, and a 

lighter grey-cream band. 

 

DIAGNOSIS 

This tailless species is close in colour and size to L. chala (for illustration see male 

in D‟Abrera  1980 pg. 567 and female in Kielland 1990 pl. 54), but differs by 

having a grey underside (dusted with light scales, giving a gritty appearance), not 

brown as in L. chala and the markings are more boldly defined than in L. chala. 

 

HABITAT 

Adults were found flying in an open vlei and slightly wooded grassland.  The males 

of this species fly rapidly, only stopping to circle within small territories and 

chasing off any other male they encounter.  The females are also rapid fliers but 

occasionally visit Ocimum flowers to feed. 

 

ETYMOLOGY 

This species is named after Wendy Yvonne Gardiner who has provided me with 

much encouragement in the study of butterflies. 

 
Fig. 6 (L. yvonnae sp. n.  Male genitalia.  Left – valves; centre – aedeagus; 

right – uncus) 
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A description of a single male specimen of Charaxes 

assumed to be a hybrid of Charaxes brutus natalensis  

Staudinger, 1886 and Charaxes druceanus  druceanus  

Butler, 1869 (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) 
 

Alf Curle 
P.O. Box 477, Jukskei Park 2153, RSA 

and 

Neville Curle 
P.O. Box 640, Piet Retief 2380, RSA 
 

Abstract 
A specimen originally taken by the Hanekom‟s in Glenwood, Durban, KwaZulu-

Natal, is described, with comment on likely parentage. 

 

Keywords:  Hybrid; food-plants. 

 

Introduction 
A single specimen of a male Charaxes taken in Glenwood, Durban, KwaZulu-

Natal, is described and compared to two other species of Charaxes that occur in 

that area.  The two species being Charaxes brutus natalensis Staudinger, 1886 and 

Charaxes druceanus druceanus Butler, 1869. 

 

Description 

 

Charaxes brutus (Cramer, 1779) (Plate 4, c & f) 

Papilio brutus Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen 

voorkomende in die drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 82, 

Amsteldam & Utrecht. 

Type locality:  South Africa:  “Kaap de Goede Hoop”. 

Distribution:  Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, 

Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Central African Republic, Gabon, Congo, Angola, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, 

Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique, Swaziland, South Africa. 

 

Charaxes brutus natalensis Staudinger, 1885 
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Charaxes brutus var. natalensis Staudinger, 1885 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884 – 

8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge  1: 169.  Bayern. 

Type locality:  South Africa:  “Natal”. 

Distribution:  Tanzania (south and west), Malawi, Angola (south-east), Zambia, 

Zimbabwe, Namibia (north), Botswana (north), Mozambique, Swaziland, South 

Africa (Eastern Cape Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, Limpopo Province). 

 

This species has recently established itself in the Western Cape Province of South 

Africa.  Fresh specimens being taken in the Outeniqua Reserve near George by 

Chris Ficq, March 2002. 

 

Charaxes druceanus Butler, 1869 (Plate 4, a & d) 

Charaxes druceanus Butler, 1869.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 4. 

Type locality:  [South Africa]:  “Old Calabar”.  [False locality.].  Holotype (male) 

in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Distribution:  Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Swaziland, South Africa. 

 

Charaxes druceanus druceanus  Butler, 1869 

Charaxes druceanus Butler, 1869.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 4. 

Type locality:  [South Africa]:  “Old Calabar”.  [False locality.].  Holotype (male) 

in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Distribution:  South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal). 

 

This species is also known from the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa, 

specimens being obtained as long ago as March 1991 and April 1992 by Andre 

Marais, from Embotyi (now Mbotyi), and this locality confirmed by Chris Ficq, 

May, 2001. 

 

cinadon Hewitson, 1870 (as sp. of Charaxes).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 

6: 177.  South Africa:  “Natal”.  [Given in Ackery, et al., 1995: 440 as a synonym 

of C. druceanus druceanus Butler but treated as a good subspecies by Pringle, et 

al., 1994: 89.  Apparently the type locality of “Old Calabar” (Nigeria), given by 

Butler when he described Charaxes druceanus was not correct and the material on 

which his description was based actually came from KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.] 
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Actual specimen (Plate 4, b & e) 

 

 Upper side:  Ground-colour dark, almost black.  There is a deep ochreous-orange 

band on the forewing, somewhat narrower than the white band of  Charaxes brutus 

natalensis, which tapers from the inner margin to subcosta.  The forewing has a 

marginal series of small ochreous–orange spots.  The hind wing has the ochreous–

orange band wider and somewhat lighter at the upper margin, narrowing towards 

the inner margin.  There is a marginal series of dark ochreous-orange lunules, more 

pronounced than the white or yellowish markings of  Charaxes brutus natalensis, 

but not as bold and continuous as the ones in Charaxes druceanus druceanus.  

There is a single, small, blue sub marginal spot in area Cu2 above three sharply 

pointed tails, of which the middle tail is much reduced.  Underside:  Both wings, 

from the base to the silvery-white discal band, a deep reddish-brown, darker than 

C. brutus natalensis but lighter than C. druceanus druceanus.  Discal band white 

on the forewing, narrower than C. brutus natalensis  but slightly wider than C. 

druceanus druceanus, but not edged with blue-grey towards costa as in C. brutus 

natalensis.  Hind wing discal band more silver than white.  Both wings with black 

markings lined with silver-white, much like C. brutus natalensis but differing from 

C. druceanus druceanus, where some of the markings are not lined at all.  

Forewing distal areas lighter reddish-brown with a transverse series of wedge-

shaped black marks edged outwardly with faint silver-white marks except in area 

A2 where there is a large black mark crossed by three silver lines, the centre one a 

wedge shape facing inwards.  Margin of forewing black towards ends of veins, with 

a silver line along veins and extending inwards.  Hind wing distal area dark 

reddish-brown with one irregular silver line inside an outer line of black marks also 

lined inwardly with silver.  Marginal area lighter, more orange, and somewhat 

shaded; not as clear as either C. brutus natalensis or C. druceanus druceanus but 

with very outer margin of wing lined with a thin black border. 

 

Larval food-plants: 

For the purpose of this paper only food-plants of the two species that grow along 

the KwaZulu-Natal are listed for further discussion on the subject. 

 

Larval food-plants of Charaxes brutus natalensis: 

Trichilia emetica Vahl. (Meliaceae). 

Trichilia dregeana Sond. (Meliaceae). 

Turraea floribunda  Hochst. (Meliaceae). 

Ekebergia capensis Sparm. (Meliaceae). 

Ekebergia benguelensis Welw. (Meliaceae). 
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Securinega virosa (Roxb. ex Willd.) Pax and K. Hoffm. (Fluggea virosa) 

(Euphorbiaceae). 

Melia azedarach L. (Meliaceae). 

 

Note:  C.brutus natalensis seems able to use the exotic Melia azedarach L. 

(Common Seringa Tree) as a food-plant.  Simon van Noort suggested (pers. 

comm.), following our confirmation that the species had established itself 

permanently in the George area of the Western Cape Province, that it may be using 

this exotic as its host-plant.  However, Mark Williams (pers. comm.) found that ex 

ova larvae from Durban ate this plant very reluctantly.  An alternative theory on the 

movement of C. brutus natalensis southwards is global warming and it will be 

interesting to see if other more tropical species move southwards in this manner 

during the next few years.  Identification of the food-plant used in the George area 

would be of interest. 

 

Larval food-plants of Charaxes druceanus druceanus: 

Syzygium cordatum Hochst. (Myrtaceae). 

Syzygium guineense ( Willd.) (Myrtaceae). 

 

Discussion 
Hybrids in Lepidoptera are known to occur in the wild and in Charaxes species 

these are well known from north of the Zambezi River in Africa.  The one hybrid 

described from the Vumba Mountains in Zimbabwe (see Metamorphosis Vol. 12 

No. 1, March, 2001) still seems to be somewhat controversial, with certain 

collectors believing it to be a good species.  In regard to the present specimen there 

seems little doubt that it is indeed a hybrid between Charaxes brutus natalensis and 

Charaxes druceanus druceanus.  The food-plants of the two species give no clue as 

to what food-plant was used and there appears no strong link between the food-

plants utilized by the two species.  While the food-plants do not offer much in the 

way of a link between the two species, it does seem that they originated from the 

same original stock (back in time) in order to be able to produce an offspring. 

 

Conclusion 
It is extremely interesting that such a specimen was found as it does indicate that 

such hybrids do occur from time to time.  Perhaps they are more common than we 

think and collectors should be encouraged to look for more examples.  This does 

not mean that one should go out to collect and destroy thousands of specimens.  

Rather one should catch, check and release specimens that are normal, back into 

nature.  This is easy when dealing with robust Charaxes.  Such capture and release  
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Scale 20 mm 

 
a. Appias sabine phoebe. Male Upperside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
b. Appias sabine phoebe. Male Underside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
c. Appias sabine phoebe. Female Upperside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
d. Appias sabine phoebe. Female Underside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
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Scale 20 mm 

 
 

 
e. Appias sabine phoebe. Female Upperside (Specimen from Port St. Johns) 
f.  Appias sabine phoebe. Female Underside (Specimen from Port St. Johns) 
g. Appias sabine phoebe. Female Upperside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
h. Appias sabine phoebe. Female Underside (Specimen from Emboyti) 
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Scale 20mm 

 
a. Charaxes druceanus druceanus Butler, 1869 (Upperside) 
b. Charaxes hybrid (form hanekomi) (Upperside) 
c. Charaxes brutus natalensis Staudinger, 1885 (Upperside) 
 
d. Charaxes druceanus druceanus Butler, 1869 (Underside) 
e. Charaxes hybrid (form hanekomi) (Underside) 
f.  Charaxes brutus natalensis Staudinger, 1885 (Underside) 
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endeavours are to be encouraged.  In the interim the authors propose that this 

hybrid specimen is named “form hanekomi”. 
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A brief summary of the southerly movement of Appias 

sabina phoebe Butler, 1901 (Lepidoptera: Pieridae) 

 
Alf Curle 
P.O. Box 477, Jukskei Park 2153, RSA. 

and 

Neville Curle 
P.O. Box 640, Piet Retief 2380, RSA. 

 

 

Abstract 
Certain butterfly species have appeared to move southwards from time to time.  

Records indicate that some have established themselves on a permanent basis 

while others have disappeared from the newly inhabited areas.  Appias sabina 

phoebe appears to have been moving southwards over the past fifty years and 

aspects of the biology of this species in the Republic of South Africa are discussed. 

 

Keywords:  Population, locality, distribution, food-plants, migration, dispersal. 

 

Introduction 
Early southern African collectors only knew this species from the forests of eastern 

Zimbabwe and later from Mozambique, and in the Limpopo Province of South 

Africa at Woodbush and Legalameetse.  Not too long ago it was found at Dhlinza 

Forest (Eshowe) and at Ngoye Forest.  It has now been found in the south of 

KwaZulu-Natal in the Mvutshini Valley (near Ramsgate) and in the Eastern Cape 

Province, near Mbotyi and Port St Johns (Pondoland). 
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Description 

 

Appias (Glutophrissa) sabina (Felder & Felder, 1865) (Plates, 2 & 3) 

Pieris sabina Felder & Felder, 1865 in Felder & Felder, [1865-7].  Reise der 

Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 167.  Wien. 

Type locality: Guinea. 

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, 

Mozambique, Swaziland, Republic of South Africa, Comoro Islands, Madagascar. 

 

Nominate sabina represents the western aggregate while ssp. phoebe represents the 

eastern populations on the African continent.  Two subspecies are recognized on 

the Indian Ocean islands, viz. Appias sabina comorensis Talbot, 1943 

(Entomologist 76: 166) from the Comoro Islands and Appias sabina confusa 

(Butler, 1872) (Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1872: 55) from 

Madagascar. 

 

Appias (Glutophrissa) sabina phoebe (Butler, 1901) 

Phrissura phoebe Butler, 1901.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 

1900: 936. 

Type locality: Kenya “Nairobi Forest”. 

Distribution: Kenya (east, north), Tanzania, Malawi, Zimbabwe (east), 

Mozambique (central), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa (east). 

 

Ordinarily there would be no reason to provide a description of a well-known and 

documented species.  However, it is noteworthy that three different female forms 

have been found in Pondoland to date and a brief description is included here. The 

authors have refrained from assigning form names to the three forms now listed. 

 

Female type 1. (Plate 3, g & h) Upper side:  White forewing with black apex and 

well developed black marginal spots at the ends of veins larger than in the male.  

Hind wing pale yellow, which darkens in tone towards the inner margin.  

Underside:  Pale yellow, with the black marginal markings smaller than on the 

upper side.  Basal area of forewing orange.  This was the most common form near 

Mbotyi. 

 

Female type 2.  (Plate 3, e & f) Upper side:  White with black apex and well 

developed black marginal spots at the ends of veins larger than in the male.  White 

dusted with greyish scales giving an off-white appearance.  Basal area of forewing 

dark grey.  Underside:  White with black markings smaller than on upper side.   
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Basal area of forewing underside orange.  This form was the only form found near 

Port St Johns. 

 

Female type 3. (Plate 2, c & d) Upper side:  White with black apex and well 

developed black marginal spots at the ends of veins.  Basal area of forewing 

orange.  Underside:  White with black marginal markings smaller than on upper 

side.  Another form found at Mbotyi. 

 

 

Habitat and habits: 

Appias sabina is a forest species and is often restricted to a particular area in a 

forest, presumably where the food-plant grows.  The males fly fast and patrol 

along a particular course through the forest or they may at times fly at random in 

search of females.  The females generally keep to the undergrowth and fly much 

more slowly.  Flight period:  In South Africa adults have been recorded from 

February to May, with occasional records for June. 

 

Specific South African localities: 

Limpopo Province:  Woodbush and Legalameetse.  KwaZulu-Natal:  Dhlinza, 

Ngoye Forests, Mvutshini Valley.  Eastern Cape Province:  Near Mbotyi and Port 

St Johns. 

 

Larval food-plants:   (As recorded in Williams, 2002.) 

Drypetes sp. (Euphorbiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 146]. 

Phyllanthus sp. (Euphorbiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 146]. 

Ritchiea sp. (Capparaceae) [Larsen , 1991: 146]. 

Boscia sp. (Capparaceae) [Larsen , 1991: 146]. 

Drypetes gerrardii Hutch. (Euphorbiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 298] (for A. s. 

phoebe). 

Drypetes ugandensis (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 33]. 

 

Discussion 
Appias sabina phoebe was originally only known from Zimbabwe in our area.  In 

G. van Son‟s The Butterflies of Southern Africa, Part I (November, 1949) he states:  

“So far the only Southern African records are limited to localities of the eastern 

border of Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) (Umtali and Melsetter districts), but 

it is probable that the species occurs in the neighbouring area of Mocambique”.  

Pennington subsequently did find it in Mozambique, at Xiluvo Hills, in May, 1962.  

Although not recorded in his book Butterflies of South Africa – How, When and 

Where they Fly, published in 1953, Swanepoel (amongst other collectors) found it  
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in the Woodbush and at Malta Forest (now Legalameetste Nature Reserve).  It was 

subsequently listed in the South African Red Data Book – Butterflies by S.F. 

Henning and G.A. Henning (1989) and described as “Rare”.  In more recent years 

it was observed at Eshowe and Ngoye Forest in KwaZulu-Natal.  Still more 

recently it was found at Mvutshini in southern KwaZulu-Natal and also observed 

in some numbers near Mbotyi by Chris Ficq (May, 2001) and again at Port St 

Johns (April, 2001), where only a single pair were recorded. 

There are differences in the strengths of the various populations and these 

would make an interesting study on their own.  At one stage the authors tried, 

without success, to obtain detailed information of the food-plant distribution in the 

Legalameetse Reserve from the authorities in order to ascertain why the species is 

confined to a particular area of that reserve.  The reserve (H. Warburton, pers. 

comm.) confirmed that Drypetes gerrardii, Hutch., Phyllanthus nummalariifolius, 

P .burchellii and P. reticulatus, Poiret had been found in the reserve.  Efforts by 

the authors to identify the plants named by the reserve as P. nummalariifolius and 

P. burchellii failed, although Graham Henning has advised that they do exist and 

as they are not normally treated as trees they are most likely shrubs.  Neither could 

the distribution of these plants within the reserve be ascertained, as was the 

original intention, as the authors were unable to obtain permits at that time to 

conduct more research in the reserve.  The distribution is even stranger in 

Woodbush, where the forest is vast compared to the small area to which the 

butterfly is confined (this is confirmed in Living Butterflies of Southern Africa, 

which records:  “… where it apparently flies only in an area about 500m long 

along the road.).  However, a recent single record by Nolan Owen- Johnston (fresh 

female) taken in mid-February, 2003, several kilometres away, and at a higher 

elevation than the original confined area, may well indicate that the species is more 

widespread than has been noted in the past.  The population in Ngoye appears 

much more widespread and has been observed in numbers by the authors over 

quite a few years.  The sudden appearance of the species here, and in such good 

numbers, is difficult to explain.  The recent discovery of the species in the 

Mvutshini Valley, as confirmed by Graham Henning from information received 

from Dr. Adrian Armstrong of KwaZulu-Natal Nature Conservation, is interesting, 

although there is still a fair distance between this population and those of northern 

KwaZulu-Natal.  Even more strange are the numbers that were observed flying 

near Mbotyi in May, 2001 by Chris Ficq.  The numbers near Mbotyi indicate a 

strong and viable population has been established in the area. 

Other food-plants noted for the species are East African records i.e. 

Ritchiea is not present in the southern African context, except for a small area in 

the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe where the genus reaches its southern-most 

limit.  Boscia, also given as a food-plant would seem not to be appropriate in the 

southern African context as both B. albitrunca and B. oleoides are more often 

found in drier areas.  It is, however, interesting to note that two species of  
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Capparaceae, closely related to Boscia, C. sepiaria and C. tomentosa, although not 

recorded as food-plants for A . sabina, clearly have a distribution pattern close to 

that of the butterfly in southern Africa.  Both may be found in evergreen forests.  

However, in the final analysis it would appear that the distribution of Drypetes 

gerrardii confirms it as the most likely food-plant used in southern Africa. 

 

Conservation 
The species is protected, to some degree, in all areas that it has been found in the 

Republic of South Africa.  Strong colonies have been established at Ngoye and 

Mbotyi.  The colonies at Legalameetse and Woodbush are not as strong and should 

be monitored each year.  It can be said that collecting over the years has had no 

impact on either of these populations.  The wide distribution of the species would 

indicate that it is not in any danger and that its inclusion in the Red Data Book is 

no longer necessary. 

 

Conclusion 
Several species of butterflies in southern Africa appear to change their range from 

time to time.  The question now in the minds of the authors is has the species 

moved southwards over the past fifty or so years or was it always established in all 

the areas now known?  It is perhaps just possible that in Ngoye, Mvutshini and on 

the Pondoland coast the species was uncommon and had gone unnoticed for many 

years.  Now, with conditions more favourable (global warming?) the species has 

become more common in some areas.  For the species to migrate or jump from 

Mpumalanga to KwaZulu-Natal and then to Pondoland without any records in 

between these widely separated areas, considering that it is a pierid is difficult to 

understand.  The ability to establish new colonies may be in its nature as it is found 

on the Indian Ocean islands.  Thus, it is not impossible that this is a species on the 

move. 
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Butterfly news from Namibia – the first nine years 
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Introduction 
On moving to Namibia in 1996 I discovered that my perception of butterfly 

collecting in that country had to change dramatically.  I was under the impression 

that Namibia is an arid country and that the diversity of butterflies is limited.  

However, after collecting for a short while, I realized that there are many 

challenges in this country for the butterfly collector. 

After a few years, and some exciting captures, I would like to share my 

experiences in Namibia with fellow collectors in southern Africa.  Having been 

here now for nearly nine years, I decided it was time I passed on some information.  

Except for sporadic visits and telephone calls to Graham Henning, telling him of 

my captures and sharing his knowledge, I have had little contact with fellow 

collectors. 

This is the first of what will become regular letters from Namibia, and I 

will start by covering the first eight and a half years.  I have also established a web 

page linked to the Namibian Museum web page, 

http://www.natmus.na/ento/butterfly where photographs relating to the articles will 

be available. 

Apart from sharing my experiences I will also be seeking help in 

identifying certain specimens.  Often, the specimens I collect look different when 

compared with those illustrated in Pennington‟s.  Since I do not have access to the 

real specimens shown in Pennington‟s, I am not sure if my specimens are the same 

or not.  For this reason I request that any collector or scientist who can assist in 

identifying the specimens mentioned in these news articles, and shown on the web 

page, help me with correct identification.  I believe that, because of the fact that 

Namibia is not as well explored as some of the other southern African countries, 

there are some subspecies in Namibia, which have not yet been described, and in 

my articles and web pages I will feature those ones where I have doubts. 

I am sure that, in many cases, my impression that a certain specimen must 

be investigated might prove wrong, but in the end it is the only way to verify the 

diversity of butterflies that I encounter in Namibia. 

 

 

 

1996 – the first year 

http://www.natmus.na/ento/butterfly
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In 1996 most of my collecting took place in and around Windhoek.  Because 

Colotis celimene pholoe is fairly common in the central areas of Namibia due to 

the high number of Boscia albitrunca trees, I visited many spots and collected 

quite a number of celimene.  In South Africa my collecting of C. celimene amina 

was limited to a few trips to Tubex and the Soutpansberg, where enough males 

were captured but only two females since I started collecting in October 1988.  

When I talked to Graham Henning about the profusion of C. celimene pholoe in 

and around Windhoek he suggested that I study the life cycle of these butterflies.  

This I did, and an article was published in Metamorphosis of December 1997.  In 

studying the life cycle of the butterfly I reared a lot of specimens from the egg 

stage and found the specimens reared in captivity to be larger, and that the tip of 

the male is more pink than purple-red (see images 1 & 2 on the website).  I found 

this to be an interesting observation and wonder what the reason for this 

occurrence could be. 

The second exciting capture happened when I visited Gross Herzog, a 

peak in the Auas Mountains just south of Windhoek.  It is the second highest peak 

in Namibia (second to the Brandberg in Damaraland).  Access to the top of the 

mountain is easy, as there is a concrete road up to the top and I did quite a few trips 

in the spring of 1995 while I was still working in Namibia on a contract basis.  On 

the fringe of the concrete road, close to the top of the mountain, I found a colony of 

a subspecies of Tylopaedia sardonyx on an unknown plant with dryish, 

uninteresting white flowers (see images 3 & 4).  When I visited Graham Henning 

in South Africa, after this discovery, he requested that I supply enough specimens 

to be investigated as Richard Stephen had previously caught a couple of specimens 

in the same range of mountains 30 km to the west, on the Kupferberg Pass.  I also 

suspected this butterfly to be an unknown subspecies, as it occurs in a summer 

rainfall area 500 km north of Aus in southern Namibia where the known 

subspecies is found.  The specimens were investigated and this resulted in the new 

subspecies Tylopaedia sardonyx cerita being described.  During the same period I 

caught a single male Argyraspodes argyraspis, which may also be a new 

subspecies for the same reasons (see images 5 & 6). 

I have worked this mountain peak extensively and in the rainy season of 

1996 caught some Coenyropsis natalii natalii and Stygionympha irrorata (see 

images 7 & 8).  As the known locality of Coenyropsis natalii natalii is also at Aus, 

some 500 km south of Windhoek on the northern fringe of the winter rainfall area, 

and these specimens were caught 500 km further north in the summer rainfall area, 

one should compare these specimens with ones caught elsewhere in the known 

localities.  Comparing the Stygionympha irrorata with the illustrations in 

Pennington‟s I found that those shown in Pennington‟s have five little spots on the 

underside of the hind wing, of which the second one from the top is very small.   
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None of the specimens that I caught have the second spot from the top.  Is this a 

significant difference? 

As I have bred some of the Iolaus species while I was in Pretoria I 

collected eggs from Loranthus and bred some Iolaus subinfuscata subinfuscata 

(see image 9).  On Christmas day in 1996 we had a „braai‟ (barbeque) with friends 

in the eastern suburbs of Windhoek and I had my net handy.  Admiring the veldt 

next to the braai, I noticed a small blue thing fluttering close to some Loranthus on 

an Acacia tree.  I quickly captured the butterfly and investigated the Loranthus and 

discovered an egg.  This butterfly looked like Iolaus mimosae, but had a darker 

underside.  When I got home, I consulted Pennington‟s and found that I had caught 

Iolaus obscurus.  After reading what Pennington‟s had to say about this butterfly I 

realized that I had one of only a few of these butterflies ever caught.  You can be 

sure that I reared the larva that emerged from the egg with more care than I reared 

my own children!  Luckily I was able to breed it through and great was my joy 

when the imago emerged, to be immediately put in the fridge and carefully set 

later.  Since then I have reared quite a few obscurus from eggs that I have taken off 

a certain Loranthus in Windhoek.  This species is well established and as the food 

plant of the larva is not being destroyed I reckon that it is not endangered (see 

image 10). 

Late in 1996 I was fortunate to do a work-related trip through the Kaudom 

Nature Reserve.  As this was a trip with colleagues I did not really do any 

collecting but caught an Aloeides aranda with a very light underside (see images 

11 & 12). 

 

1997 – the second year 

In 1997 I prepared fresh banana bait, packed my trap nets, and went on a trip to the 

“wet” Otavi / Tsumeb / Grootfontein triangle to look for Charaxes brainei in the 

area where this butterfly was discovered.  Great was my disappointment not to find 

any.  Although the food-plant of the larvae, Peltophorum africanum, grows in 

profusion, there were no brainei.  What can the reason be?  As this is one of the 

few areas where extensive crop production in the form of „mealies‟ (maize) and 

cotton takes place in Namibia, it might be that pesticides used to control pests on 

the crops were detrimental to the insect life in the area.  However, this cannot 

really be an explanation as I caught a lot of other butterflies while I was there, just 

no brainei. 

On my way back I visited the Waterberg Plateau Park and put up some 

nets in out-of-sight places, and was very excited when I found a couple of brainei 

in the traps.  At this stage it seemed that if you are looking for this insect the 

Waterberg is the place to go.  The other Charaxes in the traps were jasius saturnus, 

varanes vologeses, candiope and bohemani. 
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I found that Ximenia caffra grows on the Waterberg and caught some 

Iolaus bowkeri tearei.  While collecting these butterflies I noticed some orange 

butterflies and caught a Deudorix dinochares (see images 13 & 14).  This specimen 

is much smaller than the ones that I caught at Hartbeespoort Dam, and the orange 

markings on the underside are less pronounced, while the spots close to the thorax 

are missing. 

 

1998 – the third year 
After some good rains in the summer of 1998 I did a round trip starting in 

Windhoek, travelling west through the Khomas Hochland and returning to 

Windhoek via Gross Barmen and Okahandja.  Close to the Swakoppoort Dam I 

crossed the Sney River and saw some Ximenia caffra bushes in the riverbed.  Since 

the closest locality to Windhoek where I had previously found Ximenia was at the 

Waterberg, this was very interesting and I stopped to investigate.  I found some I. 

bowkeri flying and settling on the bushes and observed that these butterflies have a 

very light underside, appearing almost white in flight.  I caught some and upon 

closer inspection saw that they are different to the I. bowkeri tearei, which I had 

caught at Hornsnek in Pretoria and at the Waterberg in Namibia.  The underside is 

distinctly white, with narrow charcoal markings and almost no grey areas, while 

the markings on I. bowkeri tearei are darker chocolate-brown in colour and the 

area on the hind wing close to the abdomen is grey (see image 15).  I discussed this 

with Graham Henning and Reinier Terblanche and provided them with specimens 

to investigate this butterfly. 

 

1999 – the fourth year 
In October of this year Eugene Marais of the Namibia Museum was able to 

organize permits for us to enter the Diamond Area north-west of Oranjemund.  It 

was quite an experience to drive through this area and the scenery does not suggest 

that this is a desert area as most people think.  As this is part of the winter rainfall 

area, and it had rained in August that year, there were still some flowers and green 

growth in the valleys between the rugged mountains and the dunes.  Here we 

caught a butterfly resembling Phasis clavum clavum (see images 16 & 17).  As the 

most northern locality for this butterfly is at Steinkopf, and there are some 

differences, I gave the butterfly to Reinier Terblanche to investigate.  In the 

Diamond Area we also caught Alenia namaqua, but with a greyish base colour on 

the underside of the hind wing as opposed to the almost black of those in 

Pennington‟s (images 18 & 19). 

On our way back we stopped at a promising spot between Rosh Pinah and 

Aus.  Here we collected Tylopaedia sardonyx and a yellow Thestor resembling 

protumnus (see images 20 & 21).  I caught protumnus at Red Hill in the Cape and  
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this one was different.  I also caught a larger yellow Thestor resembling a female 

of protumnus form mijburghi but with extra black markings on the front of the 

upper wing (see images 22 & 23).  We also caught small orange butterflies 

resembling Lycaena orus (see image 24), but with very clearly defined markings 

on the underside of the hind wings, and some Aloeides resembling Aloeides 

nollothi but without the black fringe on top of the upper side (see image 25). 

I did another trip to the Otavi / Tsumeb area looking for Charaxes brainei, 

and got one male in a trap.  At Kombat I caught some Iolaus silarus brainei and 

some Aloeides molomo krooni similar to the one I had caught in the Kaudom, but 

with very well defined silver spots on the light brown underside of the hind wing 

(see image 26).  Close to Otavi I also caught some Lepidochrysops michellae (see 

image 27) and a single specimen resembling Spialia depauperata australis (see 

images 28 & 29). 

I started to work on projects in the rural areas of Namibia and did a trip to 

the Kaokoveld on the western side of the Etosha Game Park.  Here I found some 

Iolaus subinfuscata subinfuscata on Loranthus.  When I compared these butterflies 

with the subinfuscata that I had caught in Windhoek the underside seemed to be 

different (see images 30 & 31). 

Up to about 100 km to the east and south of Windhoek, on the roads to 

Rehoboth and Gobabis, I collected specimens of an Aloeides, which Graham 

Henning identified as damarensis damarensis (see image 32). 

 

2000 – the fifth year 
During a work trip to Opuwo in the Kaokoveld in October I caught two Iolaus 

alienus sophiae males, which must be looked at as the area around Opuwo is very 

dry while the area where Chris Ficq discovered sophia is one of the wettest areas in 

Namibia (see images 33 & 34). 

Great news for southern African collectors is that they do not have to 

travel right up to the Hartman‟s Valley, close to the Kunene River mouth, to find 

Acraea brainei.  On this trip I caught a few close to Etanga, about 100 km west of 

Opuwo, saving one day‟s travelling to Hartmann‟s Valley, which, although not far, 

can only be driven at a snail's pace due to the condition of the roads.  I was also 

lucky to catch an Acraea ella north of Okangwati and some Colotis doubledayi, 

which are noticeably bigger than the Colotis doubledayi caught at Vioolsdrift in 

my collection (see images 35 & 36). 

During this year my work also took me to Luanda in Angola, where I 

caught an interesting butterfly south of Luanda, which is similar to Aphnaeus 

marshalli but with an underside more like erikssoni (see images 37 & 38).  I also 

caught some Axiocerses tjoane, which must be investigated as it is far from where 

they normally occur.  At the same location I caught Colotis doubledayi, which is  
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much bigger than the ones that I have in my collection from Vioolsdrift and in the 

western parts of Namibia (see images 37 & 38). 

 

2001 –the sixth year 
The year started with two male Iolaus specimens that were brought back by 

Eugene Marais from a trip to the Brandberg in March.  These specimens have 

some different markings on the underside and have a darker blue upper side than 

subinfuscata subinfuscata that I had caught in Windhoek (see images 39 & 40) and 

the ones west of the Etosha. 

Eugene also told me that he had visited Tsaobis Leopard Farm, in the 

Karibib district, to investigate the dragonflies there and had seen some bowkeri 

flying near Ximenia caffra plants in the Swakop River bed.  I visited the area, 

establishing that these butterflies are subinfuscata subinfuscata.  As Salvadora 

persica grows in the area, I also noticed that Colotis amata williami occurs here.  

In fact, I have found this insect wherever you find the food-plant, from the south-

west to the north-west of Namibia, right up to the Epupa Falls in the Kunene River.  

I also found another insect here, which I did not expect, Nepheronia buquetii 

buquetii.  I have caught quite a few, and the dark markings on the top of the 

forewing of the males and the females are very faint, in some almost non-existent, 

and with no spot on the underside of the hind wings (see images 41 & 42). 

On my way back through the desert, I stopped at a likely spot, not 

realizing that the food-plant of Sarangesa gaerdesi smithae grows there.  Walking 

through the veldt I noticed a brownish fast-flying butterfly.  After tracking the 

flying pattern and behaviour, I caught it, realizing that it was smithae.  I have 

caught gaerdesi in the Tsumeb area and that gave me the clue.  I have also caught 

some almost white specimens of this insect, which does not seem to make sense 

(see images 43 & 44). 

 

2002 – the seventh year 
In 2002 I did four trips to Bloedkoppie, the locality where Sarangesa gaerdesi 

smithae was discovered, but returned disappointed every time after a round trip of 

550 km, 8 hours on the road and 30 minutes in the veldt.  Each time I checked the 

locality at Tsaobis Leopard Farm for smithae but to no avail.  I did find some 

Loranthus on the shrubs though, and got some larvae and eggs.  I was able to breed 

them through and they proved to be subinfuscata in the extreme form, very small, 

and with distinct markings on the underside (see images 45 & 46). 

The Gamsberg is a very prominent mountain in the south western desert 

area of Namibia, rising out of the central highlands on the edge of the desert.  It has 

a great flat plateau with grass and fynbos, reminiscent of the Cape and the Karoo.  

In March I organised a trip up the Gamsberg.  Not an easy feat.  You have to  
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arrange access with the farming community who maintains the path and rents out a 

couple of camping sites up the berg.  I visited Oom Kallie van Heerden of the farm 

Weenen close to the mountain and drove out.  When I reached the farm I realized 

that it would not be worth my while as the clouds were settling, and it was an 

hour's drive up the mountain with hard, low range 4x4 driving to get to the top.  I 

decided to depart but upon leaving the farm the clouds moved away.  On my way 

back I stopped at a green spot, looking for Aloeides.  It did not take long before I 

found the first one.  I caught two different species here, one Aloeides tearei and the 

other resembling an Aloeides molomo krooni or aranda female (see images 47 & 

48).  When examining the latter specimens the markings did not compare with 

those of molomo krooni. 

In November I went on a work trip to Katima Mulilo and had some time 

to collect butterflies on the banks of the Zambezi River at the lodge where I was 

staying.  There are huge wild fig trees with big leaves and fruit on the branches, 

and I caught a female Myrina silenus, which, in flight, looked almost black (see 

images 49 & 50).  When I took the butterfly out of the net I saw that it had very 

little brown on the top of the wing tips.  I examined some small fig tree plants and 

discovered a number of larvae.  I bred quite a few through, and wonder if this 

occurrence of a very slight brown tip to the front wing is not significant.  The 

larvae also have a more pronounced white gland, which is less pronounced on the 

ones that I had bred in Pretoria.  I also caught Colotis calais amata here, which I 

thought only occurs in the eastern part of South Africa. 

 

2003 – the eighth year 
As my previous attempts to find Sarangesa gaerdesi smithae at Bloedkoppie had 

failed, I became even more determined to find this insect.  Between August and 

November I did a trip per month and found that there were no smithae there or in 

the locality where I found some in 2001.  I wondered if this very localised insect 

had become extinct.  Pennington‟s lists the period in which they fly as August to 

October.  I did find some more Iolaus subinfuscata but no smithae. 

I also did a trip to the Gamsberg again and this time fine weather enabled 

me to go up.  The top of the mountain was still very dry as it had not rained yet, 

and there were very few butterflies.  When I descended to just below the top I 

found some Tylopaedia sardonyx cerita, which proved to be the third recorded 

locality for this insect.  In the foothills of the mountain I collected some Aloeides 

tearei (see image 51). 

Later in 2003, in November, I decided to visit Gross Herzog again.  While 

up there I encountered some very pale blue Lepidochrysops flying over the 

mountain top from east to west at an incredible speed, and caught a few.  I then 

visited the mountain every weekend and realised that I had caught a butterfly  
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resembling Lepidochrysops michellae.  I was not able to capture any females but it 

seemed to be michellae, although I have doubts, as this insect occurs 400 km south 

of the known wet flatland territory, on a high mountain in an arid area (see images 

52 & 53).  I also caught a few more Argyraspodes argyraspis, including a female. 

 

2004 –the ninth year 
This year I have tried to get some michellae females, but to no avail.  Perhaps I am 

not looking in the right places, or perhaps I will find them next year in the valleys 

on the food-plant. 

I have also been fortunate to work on a project in the south of Angola, at 

Lubango, this year.  During a visit in January I caught some Axiocerses tjoane with 

very dark undersides, which are definitely different to those species of the genus 

known to me (see images 54 & 55). 

I am looking forward to some more trips to Lubango, which is on the 

southern edge of the Angolan Highlands and where I think there are a lot of 

butterflies to catch.  The country was at war for more than 30 years, during which 

time, unfortunately, a great deal of fauna and flora was destroyed.  The war had a 

much greater effect on the wildlife and the bird life of the country, but when flying 

over Angola it appears that the vegetation and the microelements, including the 

insects, might still be there and be available to explore. 

Late in February we made a trip to Swakopmund.  As it had rained 

recently I decided to return via the desert and go past Bloedkoppie.  Great was my 

joy when I caught two male and one female Sarangesa gaerdesi smithae there.  My 

previous fruitless trips and these captures prove that this insect does not necessarily 

fly from August to October as stated in Pennington‟s, but chances are that you will 

find them when it has rained. 

 

Conclusion 
This is the first newsletter from Namibia, describing my first nine years of 

collecting in the country, and reaching out to the butterfly-collecting community in 

southern Africa.  Please assist me in trying to identify the „problem‟ insects that I 

am encountering in my foraging in this beautiful country.  You are always 

welcome to visit and share my very exciting time here.  From now on I will report 

on a yearly basis, at the end of the rainy season, to recollect my experiences that 

year to keep all of you up to date. 
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Errata 
 

A revision of the African species of the genus Abisara Felder & 

Felder (Lepidoptera: Riodinidae) by C. Callaghan.  Published in 

Metamorphosis 14 (4), 2003 
 

S. Collins writes:  “We would like to make a couple of minor corrections, which 

have been discussed with the author.  The publication came about in response to 

the African Butterfly Research Institute (ABRI) suggesting a revision of the genus.  

ABRI should be read when „S. Collins‟ is written, as he is only one member of the 

ABRI team.  The records of life histories were carried out by Messrs Colin 

Congdon and Ivan Bampton.  Type material designated as being deposited in the 

Natural History Museum (NHM), London is, in fact, in ABRI.  Thus, Abisara 

cameroonensis holotype male is in ABRI, not the NHM.” 

 

A review of the southern African genus Thestor Hübner 

(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Miletinae) by A. Heath & E.L. Pringle.  

Published in Metamorphosis 15 (3), 2004 
 

E. Pringle writes: 

“(1) The caption to Plate 1, pages 134 and 151, should read: Left, top to bottom, T. 

claassensi sp. n.: (a) male upper side; (b) female upper side; (c) male underside; (d) 

female underside.  Right, top to bottom, T. overbergensis sp. n.: (e) male upper 

side; (f) female upper side; (g) male underside; (h) female underside. 

 

(2) On page 119 T. claassensi sp. n. should be followed by „Plate 1 (a-d).‟ 

 

(3) On page 117 T. overbergensis sp. n. should be followed by „Plate 1 (e-h).‟” 

 

Letter to the Editor 
From Richard Stephen 

 

Members, who are in possession of letters, notes or written comments by past 

Lepidopterists, or other interesting relevant documentation, may lodge these with 

Martin Krüger of the Transvaal Museum in Pretoria.  The Museum has made 

available a proper library facility where these documents may be stored for 

posterity.  LepSoc Council minutes, going back to 1983, could also be made 

available for safekeeping. 
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